Introduction

An online Reddit community, FLmedicaltrees, began in
2017 as a space for Florida medical cannabis patients
to discuss laws, doctors, treatment, and products. The
community has more than 54,000 members and
several daily posts. Social networking theory and
social exchange theory guided the study. The purpose
was to look at patients' contamination experiences,
knowledge, and feelings toward the medical cannabis
system.

Research questions:

1. What are medical cannabis patients' experiences
with contaminated products?

2. What are patients’ knowledge levels of
contaminates found in medical cannabis products?
3. What are patients’ feelings towards the current
state of the medical cannabis program in Florida?

4. What changes do patients want to see made to the
Florida medical cannabis program?

Methods

A qualitative content analysis (Schreier,2012) of
patients’ posts about contaminated cannabis
products using specific key words (mold,
contaminate, fiber) to identify and collect
contaminant-related posts during June 2022. The
lead researcher screened posts (n = 300) for
relevancy to the research questions and arrived at a
final sample (n = 98). The three lead researchers
developed a coding framework that included
deductive codes such as contamination concern,
information seeking, and providing information, and
added inductive codes such as not concerned with
contamination, similar experience, and personal
stories. The lead researcher was the primary coder.
Second and third researchers reviewed 20% of the
coded posts to confirm accuracy.

Results

Theme 1.

Patients experience multiple forms of
contamination throughout different products
purchased from medical cannabis
dispensaries.

Theme 2:

Patient knowledge levels of contaminates
dppear to be low, and this community is used
to help find answers and second opinions.
Theme 3:

Some patients expressed feelings of anxiety
and worry about health, safety, and quality
control, while others had a lack of concern.
Theme 4.

Patients want changes regarding vertical
Integration, company accountability, state
oversight, and home grow law.
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information about product contamination experiences. Many have safety
concerns and call for more oversight in Florida’s medical cannabis industry.

Car verify if this is mold? | picked up a half oz of strawberry haze
from Grow Healthy

Grow Healthy
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Show me the Shatter!

DO NOT SMOKE ANYTHING FROM THAT JAR. That is so
fucking irresponsible of them to say. That shit gets

everywhere, those spots are just big enough concentrations
to see it. | PROMISE you, there are spores all over that
flower.
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Living my best life

Wow, the whole grow should have been trashed
according to the law

Figure 1. A post made by a patient who thought they saw mold on their cannabis.

Is there any sort of recourse, by way of litigation
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Ewwww, take it to the health department & show them this is
the type of quality control their MMJ clinics has...
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Wonder when the suppositories are gonna get dropped? Keep
asking

1
‘&-« | I -
.j I Love Mariguana
Those have been out ahah
Share

e
https:/fwww reddit com/v/FL Medical Trees/comments/meShhu/something wrong_ with_my_capsules_oil_is_clumping/
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Something wrong with my capsules...? Oil is clumping and sticking to the capsule. Says on bottle the

Imao they have them at my location but | don’t think I'd ever
try it

Figure 2: A post about a possible contaminant floating in a patient's capsule,
more quality control comments, and a story of a dispensary's unwillingness to
help.
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companies that continue to sell the same batch of flower after

reported mold issues?

This is an enormous health risk. It would seem as if there

Q rIFLMedicalTrees . Poste NN 2 ycars ago should be some sort of standard and culpability

White mold and bud rot on MAC 1

Product Warning!

what about mandating issuing transparent product recalls to
make sure people are contacted when they get a batch which

has been confirmed to have issues?

We need waaaayyyyy more transparency from t
dispensaries. Peoples health is on the line here.
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Extremely easy.

You must put in writing, something to your doctor and to the

OMMU
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set in place. Or
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Another reason to get rid of VI.
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Another reason to get rid of VI

The EXACT same words the manager at One Plant said to
me when | returned it, lol

Seriously! At least other companies will pull their products
that have any potential mold issues and either exchange it or
provide a refund. | was told to not worry too much and
continue to inspect my flower and to send them a picture if

anything was visible. All this after telling them | was not

comfortable with the product. So now | am st
an ounce of crap.
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Only feasible way is a class action suit
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uck with almost

Seriously though, this is the 3rd post I've seen of this. It's
harmful & not safe medicine.

Yet seems they'll continue to sell a moldy product in a strictly
medical program... ? Not limited to this single distributor

I’'m thankful these cash grab company’s are shaming Florida's
program with examples similar to this. It gives me hope that
there will be more of a incentive to cut them out entirely & let us
all grow our own
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llilmagine all the foreign matter besides pieces of zipties our
naked ** don't see. This is unacceptable.

don’t you just love it when you find a zip tie in your ground flower & thanks

Trulieve
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Liberty health science has mold on its gorilla cookies...

Product Warning!
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IMO More light needs to be spread on these types of issues
publicly, authorities/media should be made aware, recalls
should be issued, and dispensaries made to own their
mistakes.

They will continue to poison us until held accountable.
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If something this large is able to contaminate our medicine,

other contaminants less noticable but equally toxic/undesirable
are potentially in every TruGround packaged.

What say ye, u/Trulieve_FL

10 Share

@ I . ago

Indica

2nd post of this ive seen in a week. | hope these pictures are
being sent to the OMMU.
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Of course they're not. But seriously they should. This is like
the 6th post I've seen like this. If you search “zip tie” on this
subreddit you can see like 4 instances...imagine not seeing it
and smoking that. Holy hell would that be nasty.
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please file a complaint on this, this is unacceptable
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You'll never guess where I've been!

| did with the ommu and |hs, but I'm not returning it until |
hear back from the ommu.
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yep, im sure they would destroy it with a quickness

13 Share

[
I 00 - 7 mo. ago

-1 Share
3
5?%? mo. ago
I

I'd highly advise against it
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Jesus i hope not, im giving rso to my father
with cancer,

First time TL Shatter, very sad. Will be going for a refund tomorrow.
CONTAMINATED PRODUCT
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LHS literally overcharged me and said they cant do returns. |
had to argue with the manager to get my money back. Like i
dont even wanna return it but you fleeced me on 10$ thats
not gunna slide

o /fwww.reddit.com/r/FLMedical Trees/comments/mkwwxi/first_time_tl_shatter_very_sad_will_be_going_for/

First time TL Shatter, very sad. Will be going for a refund tomorrow. CONTAMINA
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I JUST returned home, excited to crack into the beast of Jack
Herer. When suddenly | noticed, someone else’s hair in my
medicine. Have heard nothing but great things about TL shatter.
'm too grossed out to even smoke it @ looks like we're not
medicating tonight
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Jesus two in a row? That’s insane? I'd definitely tell them
something is fucking up, u shouldn’t have to return it for hair
let alone do it twice

Recommendations

« The state should re-evaluate current regulations
and practices to increase oversight of

|

Q Blood Type: THC
Damn, I'm going to go break apart my 3.8 and 1.4 gram MAC
buds from this same batch and inspect. @ W + «

Figure 3: A patient believed they found mold on their cannabis, and commenters discussed health risks and lack of company accountability.
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AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION AND
COMMUNICATION

companies operating as medical dispensaries.

- Agricultural best management practices should
be put in place at the beginning of the supply
chain to reduce contamination.

- Implementation of educational workshops and
materials about medical cannabis, possible
contaminants, and how to identify them for
dispensaries and patients.

Consortium for
Medical Marijuana
Clinical Outcomes Research



